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news release

Safety At Scotash Earns £1,000 For Rachel House

A Kincardine company has marked its latest safety achievement by donating £1,000 to the Children’s Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS).

ScotAsh, based at Longannet Power Station, manufactures environmentally-friendly cements and grouts. And when workers clocked up three years without a Lost Time Accident, the company decided to mark the achievement by giving money to a local charity.

Following a number of suggestions, staff voted overwhelmingly for CHAS, who run Scotland’s two children’s hospices, Rachel House in Kinross and Robin House in Balloch. Both hospices offer respite care for families from all over Scotland who have children suffering from life-threatening illnesses.

Professional staff, including nurses and physiotherapists and backed by an army of volunteers, offer round-the-clock care for seriously ill children for up to five days at a time, giving parents and other family members a much-needed rest. Before Rachel House was opened in 1996, no such facilities existed in Scotland.

Volunteer fund-raiser Garson Gillies, who accepted the cheque on behalf of CHAS, said: “We are very grateful to ScotAsh for choosing to celebrate their impressive safety achievement by donating £1,000 to CHAS. The money will be put to very good use.

“It costs the charity £5 million each year to run Rachel House and Robin House and we are largely dependent on donations to fund those costs.  Donations such as this are crucial to the running of the hospices and buying the specialist equipment that is needed to provide the best possible care for the children.” 

ScotAsh Managing Director Peter Quinn said: “I am pleased and proud that we have gone for three years without a Lost Time Accident and I am delighted our staff chose to mark this achievement with a donation to CHAS. The majority of us here at ScotAsh are parents and this is a cause we can all relate to.”

2005 has been another successful year for ScotAsh. The company, which employs 24 people, received a Queen’s Award for Enterprise in the Innovation category in April.  

Now  ScotAsh has been chosen as one of 22 companies that will represent the UK in the prestigious European Business Awards for the Environment 2006.

The finalists were chosen out of a field of 132 companies from across Britain. A European judging panel will assess the entries from all 25 European member states in February 2006.  
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