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News Release

ScotAsh Welcomes HRH The Duke of Gloucester

ScotAsh Limited, the UK’s leading manufacturer of cements made from Pulverised Fuel Ash (PFA) welcomed His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester to their plant at Longannet Power Station, Kincardine-on-Forth today (Thursday 1st July 2010).

The company – a joint venture between ScottishPower and Lafarge Cement – manufactures cements, grouts and other construction products from power station ash, conserving natural aggregates, saving CO2 emissions and avoiding the need to landfill ash.

The Duke, who is the grandson of King George V and cousin of Her Majesty The Queen, is a qualified architect with particular interests in architecture and conservation. He became a corporate member of the Royal Institute of British Architects  (RIBA) in 1972, and serves as a commissioner of the Historic Building and Monuments Commission for England (English Heritage).

ScotAsh’s Managing Director, Peter Quinn said: “As a qualified architect who has an interest in environmental issues, His Royal Highness was very interested in whether architects are specifying our products in view of the growing movement to reduce the carbon footprint of construction.

“He asked many questions about our process, particularly the way we remove carbon from the raw material to make it suitable for quality controlled products and seemed very interested in the environmental benefits of using PFA in cements, which include less quarrying, reduced carbon emissions and diverting ash from landfill. We were honoured that he chose to visit us.”

The Duke, who was accompanied on his visit to ScotAsh by the Lord-Lieutenant of Fife, Mrs Margaret Dean, had two other engagements in Fife and Clackmannanshire today.

He visited the Scottish Police College at Tulliallan Castle, also Kincardine-on-Forth, and in the afternoon in his role as Grand Prior of the Order of St. John, he opened the new Headquarters of the Ochils Mountain Rescue Team, at Tillicoultry, Clackmannanshire.
ScotAsh is no stranger to Royal connections. The company is a double Queen’s Award winner, achieving a Queen’s Award for Innovation in 2005 – and a second award for Sustainable Development in 2008.

The company featured as a case study recently in a report published by Tomorrow’s Company and the Department for Business Innovation and Skills: “Running a Successful Business in the UK Low Carbon Economy.”

ScotAsh is currently supplying cement to several major windfarms across Scotland. 

As part of the M74 extension, ScotAsh products were used to stabilise the site of a former chemical works near Rutherglen that was contaminated with hexavalent chromium. The company also supplied around 150,000 tonnes of grout for the new road.

Among its more specialised products, ScotAsh manufactures a special grout for the oil industry and last year exported a consignment to Singapore, for use in oil pipelines. The company also recently exported its innovative Superpozz concrete strengthener to Holland and continues to export cenospheres – ultra lightweight spherical particles that are widely used in aviation, plastics and ceramics, to the Czech Republic.

Last year the company supplied materials for groundworks in preparation for the construction of Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games venues, the Chris Hoy Velodrome and National Indoor Sports Arena. The company hopes to supply products to the Athlete’s Village to boost the aim of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games to be sustainable, with minimal impact on the environment.
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