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News Release

Kingdom of Fife Lives Up to Royal Roots as ScotAsh Receives Second Queen’s Award

The Kingdom of Fife is reviving its royal roots as ScotAsh, the Kincardine-on-Forth based ‘green cement’ company, was presented with Scotland’s only Queen’s Award for Enterprise2008 in the Sustainable Development category.

The Queen’s Award was handed over by the Lord-Lieutenant of Fife, Mrs Margaret Dean, on Friday 13th June. This Queen’s Award is the second ScotAsh’s has won in the last three years – the company received a Queen’s Award for Innovation in 2005.

The Queen’s Award is the UK’s most prestigious business award. Recipients are given a scroll signed by Her Majesty the Queen and the Prime Minister, as well as a crystal bowl, and company representatives attend a reception hosted by the Queen at Buckingham Palace.

ScotAsh, a joint venture between ScottishPower and Lafarge Cement UK, manufactures green cements, grouts and environmental binders from power station ash at its factory in the grounds of Longannet Power Station, Kincardine-on-Forth.

The company has supplied various major infrastructure projects in recent months including the new Upper Forth Crossing, the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine rail link, Whitelee windfarm and Scottish and Southern Energy’s Glendoe Hydro-electric project. 

Although ScotAsh operates mainly in Scotland, it makes a specialist grout that is used in the linings of oil wells, which is exported to the oil industry worldwide.

The company recently shipped a consignment of grout to Singapore for Tuboscope, where it will be used in oil pipelines, between the steel pipe and its fibre plastic lining – this assists the flow rate by keeping the oil warm.

ScotAsh also exports cenospheres to various countries, including the Czech Republic. Cenospheres – ultra lightweight hollow spheres that form a small fraction of the ash – are used widely in aviation. They were used in the space shuttle and in the coating for stealth bombers as they help to defy radar detection.

New contracts in the pipeline include the Airdrie to Bathgate rail link and supplying materials for the new Velodrome, to be built for the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games.

Last year ScotAsh sold 1.1 million tonnes of products, including cements, grouts and stabilisation materials, smashing all previous records.

By using power station ash from Longannet and Cockenzie power stations as their raw material, ScotAsh conserves virgin aggregates, avoids the need to dispose of ash to landfill and saves significant quantities of CO2 by displacing carbon intensive Portland Cement.

During the last five years ScotAsh has sold more than 3.5 million tonnes of ash-based products, saving more than 3.5 million tonnes of primary aggregates, 180,000 tonnes of CO2 and diverting more than three million tonnes of ash from landfill.

Over the same period the company has doubled its turnover, quadrupled profit, halved its energy consumption per tonne of product and reduced waste from more than 300 tonnes per year to under nine tonnes in 2007.

Presenting ScotAsh with the Queen’s Award, the Lord-Lieutenant of Fife, Mrs Margaret Dean said: “When I presented you with a Queen’s Award for Innovation in 2005, I said you were a company that ticked all the boxes, in your striving towards a greener world.

“In an impossibly short time you have found even more boxes to tick in gaining another award, this time for sustainable development. I find it reassuring and uplifting that a company with ScotAsh’s green credentials can also be hugely successful in the marketplace.

She added: “Of course, this is due to the other element – the strong and caring team spirit engendered by everyone working towards such a worthwhile goal.”

ScotAsh chairman Ron Hunter, also ScottishPower’s Director of Business Services, said: “Clean coal will play an important part in meeting Scotland’ s energy needs into the future and continuing to make the best possible use of ash by-products through ScotAsh is a key feature of that plan. 

He added: “ScotAsh is probably the finest example of industrial materials recycling in Scotland. If Carlsberg did Joint Ventures, they would surely look a lot like ScotAsh.”

Peter McAuslan, Finance Director of Lafarge Cement UK said: “The successful business and technology established here at ScotAsh is now being replicated around the UK.  We are establishing operations at Aberthaw and West Burton power stations that incorporate the same advanced technology used at ScotAsh.

“The success of these operations and the benefits it brings to the Lafarge Group in helping us meet our sustainability ambitions means that it is only a matter of time, I believe, until we see a similar model adopted in rapidly developing economies, such as China and India.”

ScotAsh Managing Director Peter Quinn said: “We remain committed to developing our business sustainably and have several new initiatives in the pipeline, including the development of a ‘green’ cement that can be used in listed buildings, providing an environmentally sustainable way of preserving Scotland’s heritage.

“We are also looking to expand the market for our recycled roads products, which allow roads to be repaired using 90% recycled resources by stabilising the dug out material with our binders. These products could save local authorities a significant amount of money on raw materials, such as stone, landfill tax and aggregate tax.”

The Queen’s Awards for Enterprise, announced on 21st April, Her Majesty’s birthday, are the UK’s most prestigious awards for business performance – they recognise and reward outstanding achievement by UK companies.

Eleven Queen’s Awards were made to 10 Scottish companies in 2008. ScotAsh’s was the only one in the Sustainable Development category.

Jim Mather, MSP, Scottish Minister for Enterprise, Energy and Tourism said: “Scotland needs innovative companies such as yours that perform well domestically and internationally.  I would like to offer you my congratulations for winning the award and I wish you every success for the future.

DEFRA chief, Permanent Secretary Helen Ghosh, said: ”I was involved in the assessment of the entries and I must say that I felt your company was a great example for other companies of how, in practice, we can put sustainable development at the heart of economic success.  Well done!”

Minister of State for Energy, Malcolm Wicks said: ”Integrating the principles of sustainable development into business planning can, and often does, go hand in hand with commercial success. I am very pleased that your achievement has been deservedly recognised. 

“I know that this success must have involved a great deal of hard work and team effort by all concerned. Please convey my warm congratulations to everyone who contributed to this excellent result.”

Friday’s presentation marks a hat trick of awards for ScotAsh this month. The company lifted two out of the 18 Big Tick Awards handed out by Scottish Business in the Community at a dinner in Glasgow, on Thursday 5th June.

ScotAsh Managing Director Peter Quinn collected two Big Tick Awards – for Eco-efficiency and Marketplace Innovation from Scottish Cabinet Minister John Swinney.
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