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News Release

ScotAsh declared East of Scotland Winner in VIBES Environment Awards

ScotAsh, Scotland’s leading green construction product manufacturer, has received another environmental accolade.

The company, based at Longannet Power Station, Kincardine-on-Forth, was this week declared East of Scotland Regional Winner (small business category) of the Vision in Business for the Environment of Scotland (VIBES) Awards, which are backed by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). 

The award is the latest in a string of honours for the Fife company, a joint venture between ScottishPower and Lafarge Cement. Earlier this year ScotAsh collected an Environmental Big Tick from Business in the Community and was one of just 12 companies in the UK to be short-listed for the European Business Awards for the Environment. Last year the company won a Queen’s Award for Enterprise in the Innovation category.

ScotAsh uses advanced powder technology to manufacture environmentally friendly cements, grouts and stabilisation products based on Pulverised Fuel Ash (PFA) from ScottishPower’s coal power stations. It works with specialist partners, including Scottish universities, to research and develop new products.

Trojan cement from ScotAsh has been used at numerous windfarms across Scotland, in the shaft isolation project at the UK Atomic Energy Authority’s Dounreay plant and in the new Stirling-Alloa- Kincardine rail link.

Other ScotAsh products have been used in recycled roads projects, including repairs to the historic carriage drive at Finsbury Park, London, and Edinburgh’s Royal Mile. The use of ScotAsh products enabled the roads to be repaired using around 90% of the materials dug out – saving aggregates like whinstone, reducing landfill and saving literally hundreds of lorry movements. In turn, this cuts fuel use and vehicle emissions, eases traffic congestion and enhances road safety.

This year ScotAsh played a significant role in establishing the Scottish Institute for Low Energy Sustainable Construction, which recently was awarded significant funding from the DTI to develop sustainable construction technologies for pavements.

More….

ScotAsh Managing Director Peter Quinn said: “Every year hundreds of thousands of prime aggregates are dug up and dumped due to road repairs – these are materials that you and I have paid for through income tax or community tax.

“We’re urging councils and others involved in road excavation to think about how much tax payers’ money they’re wasting and look at stabilising and re-using these high grade aggregates instead of throwing them away.”

ScotAsh held a seminar on Sustainable Alternatives to Dig and Dump in early November with speakers from the United States, Canada and Australia, as well as UK-based land remediation experts. Dunfermline and West Fife MP Willie Rennie gave the opening address.

ScotAsh sold 545,000 tonnes of ash-based products in 2005/06. During the last three years the company has saved two million tonnes of primary aggregates and avoided the need to landfill 1.6 million tonnes of ash. The company has saved more than 120,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide over the same period by displacing carbon-intensive traditional materials, such as Portland cement. 

The National Winners of the VIBES Awards will be announced at The Hub, Edinburgh, on Wednesday 6th December. ScotAsh was a National VIBES Award Winner in 2004.
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Note to Editors

VIBES is Scotland’s leading business and environmental competition. It is backed by SEPA, the Scottish Executive, Scottish Enterprise and CBI Scotland among others. Regional winners are selected from small, medium and large business categories across Scotland. The National Winners in the small, medium and large business categories will be announced at the Hub in Edinburgh on Wednesday 6th December. The VIBES Awards act as a feeder scheme for the prestigious European Business Awards for the Environment. 
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